Presidents.
Civil rights leaders.
Athletes.
Since 1845, influential Americans
have turned to New York Life.

American
is our
And we’re proud of it.
Proud that some of the country’s most important
movers and shakers turned to us when they needed to
protect their families.
We’re not just dropping names. But if 11 U.S.
presidents—as well as major figures from art, science,
and industry—have relied on us to look out for them, we
must be doing a pretty good job.
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Presidents
have relied on
us to protect
their families.

It’s all built
on trust.
Since 1845 we’ve been keeping promises,
helping build success, and securing
legacies. We’re there to help put things
back together when disaster strikes or the
going gets rough.
From the start, we’ve been innovators, pioneering
practices that have become industry standards.
As the country has grown, we have kept pace with
changing times and values. We were the first to
offer policies to women at the same rates as men
and the first to insure people with disabilities.
Through it all, our mission has always been to
increase opportunities and improve lives.
In the 19th century, along with the exhilarating
expansion westward, the country faced
devastating crises. The Civil War. Epidemics of
cholera and yellow fever. The Johnstown Flood.
New York Life was always there with a swift and
compassionate response.

19th century
notables...
The foundations for the company that became
New York Life were forged in 1845. And from
the start, influential Americans turned to us.

Susan B.
Anthony
Civil rights leader. Abolitionist.
Reformer. Early proponent
of women’s rights.

Horace Greeley
Newspaper editor.
New-York Tribune founder.
Reformer. Politician.
Opponent of slavery. Famously
exhorted, “Go West, young man!”

Charles and
William Mayo
Physicians. Health care innovators.
Mayo Clinic founders.
Pioneered the concept of delivering
health care in a group practice.

20th century
notables...
More famous names
insured by New York Life.

Harry Houdini
Magician, illusionist, and escape
artist: His repertoire included
escaping from all manner of chains,
handcuffs, and straitjackets—often
from underwater.

Duke Ellington
Composer, bandleader, pianist, and
jazz legend: Ellington classics include
“Take the ‘A’ Train,” “Sophisticated
Lady,” and “It Don’t Mean a Thing
(If It Ain’t Got That Swing).”

Lou Gehrig
Baseball’s “Iron Horse”; he appeared
in 2,130 consecutive games. He
is remembered particularly for
the courage with which he faced
amyotrophic lateral schlerosis (ALS),
which caused his death at age 37.

Ralph Bunche
Diplomat and civil-rights activist:
He negotiated the armistice
between Israel and the Arab states
in 1949, and in 1950 became the
first African American to win the
Nobel Peace Prize.

James Cash
Penney
Businessman and philanthropist:
Founder of the J.C. Penney
department store chain.

Babe Ruth
Perhaps the greatest baseball player
ever: His prowess as a home-run
hitter (714 total) changed the game
and ushered in the live-ball era.

In 1928, President Calvin Coolidge
helped us celebrate our new
headquarters by pushing a button in
the White House that unfurled a flag at
51 Madison Avenue.
The elegant, Gothic-inspired
skyscraper, designed by renowned
architect Cass Gilbert, is now a
treasured New York City landmark. In
the same spirit of all we do, we built an
architectural monument to last.
But with 20th century dynamism came
monumental challenges. Before the
mid-century mark, our country had
faced the Great Depression, two world
wars, and catastrophic earthquakes.
New York Life always went the extra
mile, helping people get back on their
feet by quickly paying out claims
and leading philanthropic efforts to
alleviate suffering.
We continued to innovate in the latter
half of the 20th century, with policies
that protected the health and wealth
of families, and helped veterans build
new civilian lives. And during the AIDS
crisis, the 1987 stock market crash, and
all manner of natural disasters, we were
there for those who depended on us.

What it
means
to be
mutual.
Sometimes it seems that the
only constant is change—but
some things stay the same.
We’re the oldest mutual life
insurance company in the United
States, and we plan to remain
a mutual company. We are not
publicly traded. We don’t have
stockholders or other outside
investors. Our interests are
uniquely aligned with those of our
policy owners—making sure their
families, their financial security, and
their long-term goals are protected.
That means our focus stays fixed on
our customers, not the demands of
the market.
Although dividends are not
guaranteed, New York Life has
been paying them to participating
policy owners every year since the
mid-19th century. Over our history,
we’ve distributed more than $36
billion in dividends to participating
policy owners.

At the dawn
of the 21st
century…
We continue our commitment to
serving those in crisis, as well as
sustaining communities and looking
to the future. We moved swiftly to help
stricken families face the aftermath
of the September 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks. When Hurricane Katrina
pummeled the coast of Louisiana in
2005, we donated nearly $2 million
toward relief efforts.
In 2008, the country faced its greatest
financial crisis since 1929. We identified
market risks early on, and took decisive
action to keep the company on a
secure financial footing throughout the
Great Recession.
“We were built for times like these.”
That’s what New York Life Chairman
and CEO Ted Mathas said in 2008 in
response to the financial crisis. The
fact is, New York Life is built for
all times.
The prudent stewardship that
preserves customer value in turbulent
markets is just the way we do business.
In good times and bad. So that
whenever you need us, we’re here.
That’s how we help you
Be Good at Life.
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